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Montana Women Writers: A Geography of the Heart
Edited by Caroline Patterson, introduction by Sue Hart
Witness Montana through the eyes of Montana women writers who represent a spectrum of voices & 
perspectives, from the past to the present, from the plains to small towns, featuring fiction, nonfic-
tion & poetry. The anthology features excerpts from Judy Blunt’s Breaking Clean, Maile Meloy’s Half 
in Love & Ellen Baumler’s Girl From the Gulches: The Story of Mary Ronan. Writers included are 
Grace Stone Coates, Mildred Walker, Dorothy M. Johnson, Debra Magpie Earling & Mary Clearman 
Blew. 
395 pages, cloth $24.95, paper $18.95

Lady Blackrobes
Missionaries in the Heart of Indian Country
By Irene Mahoney O.S.U.
In 1844, the sisters of the Ursuline Order left their Toledo home for the plains and mountains of Mon-
tana with well-intentioned hope of bringing Native Americans into their religion. Drawing on journals, 
letters and other archival material, Lady Blackrobes shares their engrossing story of determination in 
the face of great hardship while providing an honest look at the negative impact of missionaries on 
native culture.
329 pages, b&w images, paper $16.95

Motherlode
Legacies of Women’s Lives and Labors in Butte, Montana
Edited by Ellen Crain & Janet Finn
Contributors take readers on a journey through three generations of women’s lives, from Butte’s early 
days, to the struggles of the Depression era, and to the post-war boom and bust, as Butte played out 
its mining wealth. Motherlode provides rich accounts of individual women and women’s organizations 
who have influenced lives and shaped Butte’s history.
342 pages, b&w photos, cloth $32.00, paper $22.00

One Night in a Bad Inn
By Christy Leskovar
The fascinating true story of two colorful immigrant families who lived through extraordinary times. 
Rich in history and character, this remarkable saga follows a notorious matriarch, two daring fugitives, 
a heroic Irish doughboy, and a beautiful, inspiring lady across the parched plains of eastern Montana 
to the raucous mining town of Butte, Montana, to the bloody battlefields of the First World War. It is 
a great read through which the reader learns some intriguing history through the lives of some very 
intriguing people.
571 pages, b&w photos, cloth $24.95

Mary Fields
The Story of Black Mary
By James A. Franks
Born a slave in Hickman County, Tennessee in 1832, Mary Fields (Black Mary) was a strong black 
woman with dreams of freedom. After winning her independence at the end of the Civil War, Mary 
Fields left Tennessee for St. Peter’s Mission in Montana, where she met the author’s grandmother. In 
1892, at the age of 60, “Black Mary” became the first African American woman ever to carry the U.S. 
mail, working a dangerous 17-mile route between Cascade, Montana and St. Peter’s Mission. This is 
the inspiring story of a woman who loved life and lived it to the fullest during a challenging period in 
U.S. history. 
165 pages, cloth $14.95

Also available by James A. Franks: 

Mary Wells 
213 pages, paper $12.95

James Wells of Montana: the Years 1860-1885 
261 pages, paper $14.95

Miss Leslie’s Secrets
By Eliza Leslie
Was it really so different in 1854? Rediscover the adventures of domestic life in Miss Leslie’s classic 
guide to cooking & housekeeping. First published in 1854 by Leslie, this reproduced book contains 
1,011 recipes that will happily feed families for generations; a treasure for any bride. A fascinating 
journal filled with seasonal menus, oils, home remedies & perfumery. Recipes range from rhubarb 
cups, onion custard & fried cabbage to venison, fresh trout & dressing terrapins.
520 pages, cloth $18.95
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